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Optimism about the 
future is a hallmark 
of revival ministry, 
because we’re looking 
at God’s power to do 
more than we could 
ask or imagine.

(Ephesians 3:20-21)



Transformational 
Turnarounds

Western culture is in disarray as never before, and 
people of all backgrounds and beliefs are admit-
ting as much. Of course, to Christians, this comes 
as no surprise. When the moral foundations of a 
people are shaken, the results are predictably sad 
and serious.

But here’s the “x-factor” that no one can predict: the miraculous power 
of God, at work among people who say yes to Him!

If you agree that the West needs a transformational turnaround, 
you’ll be encouraged by this report. Through Life Action’s outreaches, 
the Lord is—one family at a time, one church at a time—bringing 
hope and light to places of great darkness. Ephesians 3:20 talks 
about the dynamic power of the Holy Spirit, doing more than we 
could ask or imagine. That’s our vision!

• Marriages being rescued from collapse
• Fathers accepting the call to lead their children spiritually
• Churches reaching their neighborhoods in fresh ways
• Pastors on the brink of burnout deciding to re-engage
• Teens turning from folly toward purpose and purity

These are the transformational turnarounds we need on a vast scale, 
and that’s what we’re praying fervently to see happen.

But reaching the next million people will still require us to reach the next 
individual person. That’s why every yes to God matters so much . . . includ-
ing yours!

Our mission is to inspire your next yes to God. 

From there, who knows what God might do?

Dan Jarvis

Mission Lead

W

Imagine the dynamic power of God at work among 
Christians in the twenty-first century. What would that look like? 
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Yes, God, I will repent.

Yes, God, I w
ill 
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Yes, God, I will get honest.
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ill 
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 Your kingdom
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Yes, God, I w
ill repent.

Yes, God, I will obey.



Go Deep to 
Go Wide

If we will take care of the depth of our lives, 
God will take care of the breadth of our ministry.

Since 1971, Life Action has believed this deep/wide 
maxim, and that it holds true for churches, leaders, 
ministries, and even individual Jesus followers. In 
fact, a major part of our impact equation is the idea 
that if people will say yes to God at the personal/
heart level, the impact of that will work itself out 

into the community and even the national level. Revived life leads 
to kingdom action!

Do you want to make a wide-ranging impact for Christ in the 
world? Go deep first! God will use your surrendered life powerfully 
as you step out in obedient faith. 

Responding Positively to God
We don’t measure our ministry scale in terms of teaching; we mea-
sure in terms of response. We want people to respond positively to 
the Lord, offering their best yes to Him. Specifically, we focus on 
six deep responses we pray will add up to a wide impact for Christ.

Response #1. Yes, God, I’ll humble myself.
Seeing God in truth helps us see ourselves in truth, and helps 
us admit our obvious need for Him. This humility is the seed of 
personal revival. It’s the key to receiving God’s grace and to experi-
encing the power of the Holy Spirit.

Response #2. Yes, God, I’ll get honest.
Getting specific about our sins, our needs, and our next steps is 
what it takes to see real life change. We can’t be content with gen-
eralities about “doing better” or “being human.” Instead, we call 
people to really put off sin so they can put on the new life of Christ 
and live in the freedom He died to provide.

Response #3. Yes, God, I’ll repent.
Turning away from our sins so we can follow Jesus happens on Day 
One of our Christian lives. But it also happens on Day Two, Day 

Three, and every day forward! Our message isn’t just about what 
should happen, but about how it happens.

Response #4. Yes, God, I’ll forgive.
As God forgives us, He expects us to forgive others. We see the great-
est tangible evidence of heart-level turnaround in this category, as 
people respond to the Lord by seeking forgiveness from those they 
have hurt and extending forgiveness to those who have hurt them.  

Response #5. Yes, God, I’ll obey.
Responding to God isn’t just about cleaning up what’s wrong; it’s 
also about proactively beginning to walk Jesus’ way through every 
aspect of life—in our family relationships, in our career callings, in 
our use of time and money, etc. One yes to God, as has been said 
many times here at Life Action, can change everything.

Response #6. Yes, God, I’ll seek Your kingdom first.
The long-term response to God we’re praying for at Life Action is the 
ongoing prioritization of His kingdom above all other things—a 
Matthew 6:33 type of faith lifestyle. This opens the door for 
Christians to start impacting the world via authentic, generous, 
transformational love, living on mission for God’s glory.
 
How We Deliver
Over the years, Life Action has delivered our call to respond to God 
in many different ways, including everything from choreography to 
radio broadcasts, from high school assemblies to churchwide gather-
ings. Today, Life Action primarily reaches out through our in-church 
conferences; family camps; pastoral, marriage, and family retreats; 
mentoring and service opportunities; and media resources. Our aim 
all along has been to see revival in churches and families that would 
result in a spiritual transformation of communities and cultures. 

On the pages that follow, we’ll explore the impact of a few of Life Action’s 
current outreaches.
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Life Action’s event ministries have been branching 
out this year, both in content and geography!

Moving Forward
and Moving Out
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Destination: Top Secret
We recently had a select team return from 
Central Asia (location hidden) after leading 
a conference for Christian workers assem-
bled from across more than 14 closed or 
difficult nations. This time was tremen-
dously encouraging, for us and for them.

Shane Black, our Operations Lead and 
a team revivalist, said, “At the church we 
served, most of the people were refugees 
who had experienced tremendous amounts 
of pain and persecution. This trauma cer-
tainly had caused anger and bitterness, 
which we directly addressed. God allowed us 
to see over 90% of the congregation step out 
of the prison of bitterness! It’s striking that, 
despite the trauma they had experienced, 
these brothers and sisters are still willing to 
put everything on the line for the sake of 
the gospel. We have a lot to learn from their 
devotion!”

John Avant was also on site. The pastor of 
the church told him, “Absolutely no one 
pours into us. But you have. It has been 
life-changing, and we will never forget it.”

We are exploring more options to serve 
the global church, particularly to improve 
the spiritual health of Christian leaders 
and workers, helping them multiply their 

Impact at a Glance
•   So far in 2022, we’ve received over 5,000 personal testimony letters from event participants.

•   We have conducted 56 protracted church events, directly ministering to over 20,000 individuals.

•   We have 66 college-age young people serving with us on our road teams.

ministry and maintain their effectiveness. 
We have invitations and opportunities com-
ing in from all over the world.

The Pilot Light Is On!
Gonzalez, Louisiana, was the first loca-
tion where our new Energize Conference 
was piloted in October. Steve Canfield and 
Dan Jarvis preached on faith, surrender, 
hospitality, generosity, witness, and doing 
everything for God’s glory.   

Here is a sampling of the encouraging 
testimonies we’ve received so far:

“I just started a new job. I want to use the time 
at work to reflect Christ in all I do and say.”

“I have been convicted about my laziness 
and how much of God’s time I waste on 
myself.”

“I’ve really felt the call to start giving on a 
regular basis. I want to be a genuine, joyful 
investor in the kingdom of God.”

“God continued to impress on us our fam-
ily’s call to foster. During the night Steve 
talked about surrender, I knew I needed 
to fully surrender to the call to foster, and 
trust God to work out the details.”

“This week, the Lord has impressed on me 
to be more open with hospitality.”

“This week, my spiritual life has quite liter-
ally been refueled.”

These are lives being put into action with 
Christ, to reach out, to love, and to serve in 
Jesus’ name!

Has your church taken advantage of all four 
of these Life Action events? If not, encourage 
your pastor to connect with our team! And, 
if your church can’t qualify for a team event, 
we offer speaker-only Revive Conferences, 
which can be tailored to your specific 
situation.

Life Action Conference Options

•   THIRST – cultivates desire to 
    seek God

•   Summit – walks through the
    truths of personal revival

•   ReFuel – helps spark fresh fire

•   *NEW* Energize – mobilizes   
     Christians for action

Reaching Young Leaders
We aim young in many of our ministry 
efforts, like camps, retreats, road teams, 
youth tracks during team events, and service 
opportunities at our camp. Another avenue 
that has opened to us in the past few years is 
to reach directly into Christian universities 
and seminaries, giving us the opportunity to 
plant revival seeds in the hearts of next-gen-
eration church leaders.

We’re praying for more opportunities like 
this in the years ahead, and we’re assessing 
how we could build a more comprehensive 
plan to reach college-age young people going 
forward. (Right now, we retool our church 
event teams to minister in these environ-
ments. This can work occasionally, but to 
reach more campuses, we’d like to imple-
ment a longer-term strategy with dedicated 
staff and processes.)

“This week, my 
spiritual life has 
quite literally 
been refueled.”
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Life Action’s camp and retreat ministries are offering rest, 
fun, and spiritual rejuvenation to people of all ages.

Helping Families 
Renew and Refresh
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Families Stand Out
This year, our summer camp theme “Stand 
Out” helped Christians from across North 
America contemplate how to engage culture 
meaningfully, on the basis of what Daniel 
did in the Old Testament.  In addition, fam-
ilies were challenged with content on family 
unity, relationship renewal, communica-
tion, sex, priorities, and parenting. 

In order to provide the highest-quality 
programs possible, our camp underwent 
significant renovations this year—the dining 
hall, the tabernacle, the children’s ministry 
spaces, and multiple housing units were all 
upgraded. If you haven’t seen The Camp yet 
in 2022, we’re looking forward to having 
you back to see all the progress and growth, 
and to dream with us about reaching even 
more people!

Retreats for All Ages
Our men’s, women’s, father/son, mother/
daughter, and couples’ retreats have brought 
many people onto The Camp and The Lodge 
properties this year—some for the first time, 
others as a part of a regular rhythm of being 
in and around the Life Action. Our camp-
based team has continued to facilitate events 
in other places as well, expanding the retreat 

Impact at a Glance
•   We hosted 3,415 people at our summer Family Camp and retreats—1,658 of these under the age of 18!

•   We activated 130 young volunteers who served the families with us this summer.

•   We served 36,290 meals to our guests, during which life-on-life ministry takes place.

ministry beyond our home location!  We’re 
excited by the feedback we’re receiving:

I always feel like our time here is a 
little foretaste of heaven. Hearing oth-
ers’ stories, sharing bits of our own, 
worshiping God together—seems like 
that’s what we’ll be doing for all of 
eternity.

We have had time here to work out 
issues that have been constantly 
pushed to the back burner. We have 
a renewed passion to dedicate time 
every day to talk and pray together.

My next yes to God is likely going to 
involve working to make time with 
my husband, to encourage him and 
just love him no matter what is going 
on in our relationship.

Thank you for providing a place and 
weekend where men can come and 
reconnect with God. This weekend 
was very special to me; I was tired and 
weary after serving on the mission 
field for 18 months. This weekend 
refreshed my spirit.

“My next yes to 
God is likely going 
to involve working 
to make time with 
my husband, to 
encourage him 
and just love him 
no matter what is 
going on in our 
relationship.”
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Life Action’s leadership retreats are designed to restore and recharge, 
to strengthen the Christian movement for the season ahead.

Uplifting Christian
Leaders
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Pastors Find Encouragement
We all wish church leadership were always 
joyful, but it’s often fraught with complex-
ities and opposition. We’ve noticed that 
since COVID-19, many churches have been 
re-evaluating their ministries; some pastors 
have been reconsidering their calling, and 
many are on the brink of burnout. 

Life Action’s leadership retreats, like those 
hosted at The Lodge, are helping leaders 
reconnect with God and each other. We are 
grateful for Doug and Marilyn Cuthbert, 
who recently joined our pastoral retreat 
team to help us create even more effective 
contexts of leader refreshment and help.

The retreat was all very meaningful.  
In fact, this was probably the best 
conference I’ve attended during 40 
years of ministry.

We had been here two other times and 
knew how refreshing it would. I was at 
a point of near burnout. I’m leaving 
feeling encouraged and refreshed.

I was equipped with tools to imple-
ment in my life, marriage, and ministry 
to avoid reaching burnout. I feel that 
every pastor should attend a retreat at 
The Lodge.  

Impact at a Glance
•    We were privileged to host and serve 85 pastors.

•    We had direct ministry with pastors who have direct ministry to more than 10,000 people.

This has always been one of the 
best things (if not the best thing!) 
my wife and I have done.

Could your pastor use a retreat at The Lodge, 
Life Action’s unique retreat property? Check 
out upcoming opportunities at our web-
site, RetreatAtTheLodge.com.

Healthy Leaders = Healthy Mission
Life Action has been talking with multiple 
mission agencies and leadership health 
agencies to build new ways of reaching 
leaders in North America and beyond—sup-
porting them through soul care and revival 
experiences to lengthen their ministry 
tenure, sustain their impact, and re-ignite 
their passion for Christ. Del Fehsenfeld and 
Virgil Tanner are heading up this important 
area, and they could use your prayers.

Think of it this way: For the Christian move-
ment to thrive in the twenty-first century, 
we have to do more than send missionaries 
and pastors—we have to keep them! That’s 
why healthy rhythms of soul care, spiritual 
practice, personal revival, and work and rest 
are critical.

“The retreat 
was all very 
meaningful. In 
fact, this was 
probably the 
best conference 
I’ve attended 
during 40 years 
of ministry.”
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 Life Action’s print and digital resources are helping 
people everywhere say yes to God.

Sending the
Message
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Yes to God Devotional Content
This year, we’re excited to have expanded our 
popular devotional reading into a brand new 
audio podcast. This weekday devotional pod-
cast helps individuals connect with God and 
say yes to Him. You can listen to this pod-
cast on Spotify by searching for Yes to God 
Devotional; or, if reading is more your thing, 
sign up for daily emails or access the devo-
tional on our Life Action app.
 
Audio Dramas for Children
In a brand new release, children (of every age) 
are discovering biblical truths through Life 
Action’s audio drama Base Camp Adventures. 
This year, we launched a new audio-rich 
adventure called “Across the Horizon,” where 
children learn from story-driven lessons the 
importance of knowing, loving, and follow-
ing Jesus. Listen today on Spotify or at 
LifeAction.org/basecamp.

Books, Studies, and Digital 
Resources
Life Action offers a variety of books, stud-
ies, small group resources, podcasts, digital 
content, and video teaching to help encour-
age believers everywhere to say yes to God. 
We’re thrilled to see the distribution of these 
resources continue to grow and impact peo-
ple around the world.
 
Online Communities for Church 
Leaders, Young Disciples, and 
Everyday Jesus-Followers
This year, we’re preparing to launch online 
communities for the three groups we believe 
are critical for us to reach, and we’ll be 
launching content streams through various 
media that will minister to these categories. 
 
Check our website along the way and follow 
us on social media for exciting updates about 
these and other projects.

“God taught me 
that I’ve been build-

ing my house on 
the sand and that I 
need to build it on 

the rock, which 
was and is Him.” 

Say Yes to God Devotional Podcast
Listen now on Spotify and Apple Podcasts!
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What difference will your 
next yes to God make?

1514

As we pray about 2023, we’re very aware that our culture is in peril and that we shouldn’t count on things 
being the same tomorrow as they are today. The world is changing quickly, and for Christian believers, 
that doesn’t spell DOOM, it spells OPPORTUNITY (Ephesians 5:16).

If you believe as we do—that revival is possible, that transformational turnaround is needed, and that every yes to God 
matters—would you be willing to help us financially, here at the year’s end?  

We currently need $1.3 million by December 31. We’d love to ask for even more, to press the mission further and faster, 
but our team has settled on this number as the true amount of our need. So that’s where we want to start; and then, 
if things grow beyond that, we’ll rejoice all the more. Would you be willing to help meet this need? Or, more precisely, 
would you be willing to pray and ask God about this?

Obviously, every dollar helps, and any donation is deeply appreciated. But seeing that our need is $1.3 million, would 
you be willing to pick a multiple of 1.3 that’s a stretch for you, and give boldly to help?

        $13                 $130                 $1300                 $13,000                 $130,000                 $1,300,000
    
It is humbling and amazing to see how God provides through generous people in the ministry work. For your consid-
eration in this matter, we say thank you!
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We talked to some of our longtime donors about 
their motivations and perspectives.

Why Do You Give 
to Life Action?

P.O. Box 31, Buchanan, MI 49107
269-697-8600

www.LifeAction.org

Terry and Mary Lynn
I was first introduced to Life Action 
in the early 1970s when a team came 
to our church in Michigan. I started 
receiving their magazine, and I 
remember that first issue after their 
founder passed away. There was a 
story contrasting his life with that of 
an outspoken atheist who was buried 
in the same cemetery.

I wept over that article. As I got to know the ministry, for the first 
time in my life I saw genuine Christianity—Romans 12:1-2 style.

I had lived a compromising life, and I didn’t have the joy of the 
Lord. But I sure wanted it! I finally surrendered 100% of my life to 
the Lord Jesus.

As long as God enables us, we will support Life Action, as long as they 
are the real deal. We love the people, we love the vision, and God has 
given us the gift of giving. It’s our joy to give.  

Bob and Darlene
We thought our pastor was crazy for 
having strangers in to lead the church 
for fifteen days, but we quickly caught 
the vision and bonded with the team 
members we kept in our home. Since 
then, we’ve been to The Lodge, attended 
several Vision Gathering events, and 
taken 17 of our extended family to 
Family Camp.

All throughout Life Action, we’ve met people who are real, unpreten-
tious, and authentic. We have been so blessed. Quite some time ago, 

we prayed “the prayer of Jabez” about God expanding our territory. 
We feel like Life Action has been the answer to that prayer!

We give because our country is in an extremely dark place, and the 
only thing that will save us is turning to Jesus Christ. We believe Life 
Action does a great job helping us see our need for revival.

Kenny and Sue
I was one who thought, “I go to 
church, so of course I’m a believer.” 
Twenty-two years ago, Life Action came 
to our church in Louisiana, and I real-
ized I was lost. I wanted to offer my 
family something more than who I 
had become. I felt that Life Action cat-
apulted me forward as a Christian. It 
was like a crash course in sanctifica-
tion, and it changed my whole world.

My wife was also saved at that event. We have continued following 
and supporting Life Action because we want to help others who might 
be sitting in church right now thinking they are saved, but actually 
they are deceived. I’m sure there are more people like us out there.

Without Life Action coming to wake us up, we wouldn’t have known 
we weren’t actually Christians. The curtain was ripped open when Life 
Action came in, revealing the truth. We were lying to ourselves, and we 
could finally see ourselves for who we were.

We don’t find many organizations that are solely about honoring 
God and are truly invested in people’s lives, but Life Action is. And 
what better way to make disciples than to invest in a ministry like 
this one?




