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SPIRIT OF REVIVAL

 Revival is a fresh infusion of life. To learn about 
it, we look for help from the greatest Revivalist in 
history, the One who brought new life on a scale un-

imaginable—not just renewed resolve, not just enthusiasm 
or emotion, not just greening up a brown lawn. 

No, we turn to the Reviver who actually defeated death, 
whose “new life” isn’t hyperbole or metaphor, but literal, 
powerful, miraculous, resurrected LIFE. When Jesus burst 
forth from the grave, He was revived, and the same kind 
of power that changed Jesus is what our ministry is asking 
God to pour out on the churches, communities, and nations 
we serve.

Paul wrote about this in Ephesians 1:18-20, where he 
said, “I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened 
in order that you may know the hope to which he has called 
you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That 
power is the same as the mighty strength he exerted 
when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly realms.”

So, I wonder: Are we experiencing this kind of power-
ful, revived faith? Do our churches reflect the fact that the 
resurrected ruler of creation is in charge? Are our lives 
defined by His presence and power, by the new life that we 
call revival?

If not, or if you yearn for more of God’s new life, I be-
lieve this magazine will be a treat for you. In it, our authors 
present the Four-Question Challenge—four diagnostic ques-
tions you can ask about your family, your small group, and 
your church. We pray that God will use these questions to 
spark conversations that lead to biblical revival.

I began my journey in revival ministry—that is, calling 
people to the abundant life Jesus provides—about four de-
cades ago. And after all this time, I still believe with all of my 
heart that the number one need in the church today isn’t 
just better programs or fresh strategy or even more robust 
evangelism. The crying need of the hour is for revival—for 
the Reviver Himself to descend on us and do what our own 
efforts could never do.

When we first became Christians, we needed resurrec-
tion, and Jesus provided that. And, just like the churches 
He spoke to in Revelation 2–3, sometimes our faith needs 
a renewal, a reset, a revival. That’s what we’re praying for. 
That’s what we’re seeking. And that’s the kind of pursuit we 
invite you to begin as well.

You are not alone. Right now, all across the world, 
Christian leaders are calling a time out . . . as they realize 
that the playbook of heaven had it right. There is only one 
answer. Through the power of His Word and a movement 
of His Spirit, God can 
change the course of 
any people at any time, 
no matter how dark and 
hopeless the situation 
may seem. We can open 
windows here on earth, 
but only God can open 
the windows of heaven.

My prayer echoes 
that of Isaiah, which, 
though written in a dif-
ferent time and under 
different circumstances, 
captures the essence of 
our vision. As you begin 
reading this issue of 
Revive, will you join me in 
praying this passionate 
plea from Isaiah 64:1-2?

Oh, that you would rend the heavens  
     and come down,
     that the mountains would tremble before you!
As when fire sets twigs ablaze
     and causes water to boil,
come down to make your name known  
     to your enemies
     and cause the nations to quake before you!

Jesus, we ask You as the Great Reviver to begin Your 
work in us!

     Byron Paulus
     Executive Director
     twitter: @ByronPaulus

The New Life 
of Jesus

You are not alone. 

Right now, all across 

the world, Christian 

leaders are calling  

a time out.
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Does your church 
set aside time to  
SEEK THE LORD FOR  
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL?

Calling God’s people
to God’s presence

www.LifeAction.org/Summit

When God pours out His power, everything changes, with real and  
lasting transformation—the kind of transformation that leads to . . .

  • Christians seeking God personally like never before

  • Effectual prayer for the salvation of the lost and the 
      outpouring of the Holy Spirit

	 	•	The	fulfillment	of	the	Great	Commission

A Life Action Summit gives your entire church family the  
opportunity to seek the Lord together. Our summits  
provide a one-of-a-kind experience of reconnecting  
with God and transforming relationships.

Watch	our	online	video	to	learn	more	about	 
what	a	Life	Action	Summit	could	look	like	
in your church: 

Life Action Revival summits are an outreach of Life Action Ministries 
©2013 Life Action Ministries. All rights reserved.



CONVERSATIONS

 Matt’s eyes remained fixed on me. I felt my 
face flush slightly, and a series of justifications 
raced through my mind. I had given years to catalyz-

ing spiritual vitality in my ministry vocation. I counseled and 
pastored people every day. Why was he singling me out?

But Matt wouldn’t let me off the hook until I answered 
his question. “Del, when and how long do you pray?”

I had never been asked that pointed of a question related 
to prayer. Bible study, small groups, moral accountability, 
church attendance, service—all had been emphasized. But a 
life of prayer?

I tried to cover for the alarming and surprising 
answer that welled up within me: My prayer life was 
largely constituted by distracted prayers during personal 
devotions, hurried sentence prayers during the workday, 
public prayers at meals, church meetings, my children’s 
bedtimes. Oh, and an occasional season of intense prayer 
in response to a crisis.

Suddenly, the stark reality hit me like a ton of bricks. 
My prayer life was pathetic! Weak. Random. Irregular. 
Inadequate. Quite frankly, embarrassing.

Matt could sense my discomfort. He wasn’t condemn-
ing, but he wouldn’t drop the issue. “I’ve been asking a lot 
of Christian leaders around the country the same question,” 
he said quietly, “and your response is similar to virtually 
everyone I’ve spoken to. Prayer is clearly not a way of life for 
many Christian leaders. The proof is our calendars.”

Matt went on to tell me many things that day. About the 
pattern of morning and evening prayers that characterized 
the rhythm of Jewish life in the Old Testament, and appears 
to have remained the practice of the apostles and the early 
church (Dan. 6:10; 1 Thess. 3:10; 2 Tim. 1:3).

About historical and anecdotal evidence suggesting 
that the normal rhythms of believers in every place where 
God is working with power today include a baseline of about 
two hours of prayer a day.

About the remarkable relationship historically between 
the practice of extraordinary prayer and the outpouring of 
the Spirit in revival.

And about his testimony as the CEO of a ministry that 
decided to make corporate prayer a fundamental part of 
their job description, spending two hours a day in prayer 
together, via conferencing technology, as a multi-site ministry 
team (see page 8). 

But my head was spinning, and honestly, I could  
barely listen. Two questions were hammering in my brain: 

“Why don’t I pray?” Even more troubling, “Why hadn’t I  
even noticed?”

I left that day determined to explore and develop new 
rhythms of prayer. Since then, I’ve put concentrated periods 
of corporate prayer with several Christian coworkers into my 
schedule during the work week. My wife and I have initiated 
and continue to fight for quality times of family prayer as a 
core aspect of our identity as a family. And prayer is becom-
ing a natural part of what happens when we gather with 
friends for meals and fun.

In the process, I am learning that almost anyone, even 
a non-Christian, is usually 
encouraged by a sincere 
offer to pray for them.

Making prayer a part 
of life is simply finding ways 
of continually inviting the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
into the conversation . . . of 
saying to God, “Thank You 
for being here. Thank You 
for the constant flow of Your 
goodness. Please be active; 
please let us participate 
with You. What do You want 
done? So let it be!”

In all of this, I consider 
myself to have just begun. A 
life of prayer is renewed on a 
daily basis. But I can say this: What began as conviction be-
came a choice that has become an adventure and a delight.

Prayer is a gift, a context for living our lives with God. 
Prayer is a portal, a means of experiencing God’s presence, 
provision, and power. And prayer is a partnership—it’s the 
way the rule and reign of heaven is established in and 
through our actual lives.

So let me ask you, Matt-style: Do you pray? v

     Del Fehsenfeld III
     Senior Editor

Do You Pray?
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Prayer is a gift, 

a context for 

living our lives 

with God.
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Is your church

AT THE RISK OF SOUNDING A BIT TRITE on a subject that   
   obviously has significant divine mystery surrounding it, I’d  
     like to ask you: Is your church revival ready?

Throughout my ministry life, I’ve been challenged time and 
again to pray for revival, prepare for God’s work, seek the outpour-
ing of the Spirit—to “plow the ground” so that my heart (and hearts 
in my congregation) would be ready for whatever God wanted to 
do, wherever He wanted to direct, however much it might cost, so 
that Jesus would be glorified in and among us.

At the very beginning of my work in the pastorate, I read and 
prayed about what G. Campbell Morgan said of revival: “We can-
not organize revival, but we can set our sails to catch the wind 
from heaven. . . .”

That’s exactly what I wanted! “Lord, send revival, and let it 
begin in me. And then in my church!”

But after diving into church leadership (having no idea what I 
was about to get myself into!), I started realizing that “preparation 
for revival,” of the sort that would really mobilize people toward 
the completion of the Great Commission, was a lot easier to talk 
about than it was to live out.

What I lacked was a practical plan on how to “set the sails.” 
I read books about revival, preached revival messages, prayed 
passionate prayers, and even laid out action plans to share God’s 
love and spread His message. I read leadership books that warned 
me of being the “lid” on my congregation’s spiritual and numerical 
growth, which motivated me to double down on those prayers: 
“Lord, I need You!”

What no one taught me, however, was how to set in motion the 
patterns in my life (and in my church) that would lead to ongoing 
spiritual renewal. I hadn’t even thought of it that way before. Could 
there be more to setting the sails for revival than simply praying 
about it? More than reading accounts of what God did long ago? 

What if we prioritized this idea of seeking God, and set our 
schedules and laid out our plans on that basis? What would that 
kind of church community look like?

by Dan Jarvis

REVIVAL READY?

The Four-Question Challenge
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In this issue of Revive, we are exploring the answer to that question: 
How can we prepare the way for God’s work in our midst? Rather 

than offering a prescription or promoting a new methodology, we’ve 
opted to frame this as the “Four-Question Challenge.”

At Life Action, we’ve researched the Great Awakening move-
ments of the past few centuries and studied the Scriptures for 
God’s perspective. We haven’t found an all-inclusive answer or 
dreamed up some grand new innovation for the church . . . but 
we have noticed some patterns. And our prayer is that the Four-
Question Challenge will bring those patterns up for discussion in 
your context—perhaps in your church leadership team meetings, 
perhaps in your small group, perhaps in your own household. 

Would you be willing to ask questions like these, in prayer 
to God and in conversation with others, and see where the Holy 
Spirit leads?

HOW ARE WE SEEKING  
GOD PERSONALLY?

Do the people of our church sense urgency and excitement 
in their relationship with Jesus? Do we really want to grow closer 
to Him? Do we long to know everything that can be known about 
God? Are we actively seeking His will, His Word, His promises, 
His kingdom?

WHEN ARE WE SETTING ASIDE TIME FOR 
SPIRITUAL RENEWAL?

In the pace of our church life—with all of our programs and 
outreaches—when do we pause to really seek God together, as a 
body? In Scripture and in church history, those who experienced 
revival often did so in the context of a set-aside, set-apart moment 
for spiritual focus, prayer, and “pushing the reset button.” Has our 
church ever had a moment like that?

HOW ARE WE UNITING IN PRAYER  
FOR REVIVAL AND REDEMPTION?

Prayer is obviously vital to the life of believers, and biblically it 
appears to be vital in the life of the church together as well. What 
contexts have we created for prayer regarding revival (that is, the 

spiritual life and vitality of our church, the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit) and then for redemption (the salvation of people in our 
region, the needs in the world around us)?

WHAT IS OUR ACTION PLAN TO  
COMPLETE THE GREAT COMMISSION?

The fruit of revival is, of course, evangelism and the expansion 
of Jesus’ kingdom in hearts and lives. But history teaches us that 
while evangelism and revival are technically separate (revival is for 
believers), those who really experience the presence and power 
of God are usually on the front lines of mission work, pushing 
back darkness, sharing the gospel, serving the needy. So, in our 
church family, how are we training people for this? What are we 
doing to engage them in the spiritual battle for people’s souls? 
What should our next steps be?

APPLICATION QUESTIONS

It appears to us that the churches God has used most power-
fully for His kingdom purposes are those who have specific and 
vibrant answers to these questions. Certainly the church groups 
at the epicenter of historic Great Awakenings were very intentional 
about these areas.

Of course across the world, across denominations, and across 
cultures, the answers look and feel different. A mega-church will 
have a different way of answering these questions than will a vil-
lage church. Prayers for the redemption of a lost community sound 
different in a city slum than they do in a lakeside resort. Setting 
aside time for spiritual renewal will look different for an urban 
college ministry than it will for a small, country church.

But the endgame of all these activities is the same: the glory 
of God, for the advancement of His kingdom, in the power of His 
Spirit. The Four-Question Challenge cuts past our methods and 
strategies and gets to the heart of what God has us on earth to 
accomplish. Are we really praying? Are we really seeking Him? Are 
we really reaching out? What would that look like?

So I’ll ask again, in simple terms: Is your church revival ready? 
What questions are you asking, seeking God and His Word for the 
right answers?

Recognizing the amazing diversity in the kingdom of God, 
we’ve collected a few different perspectives on answering the 
four questions—not so that the rest of us can carbon-copy their 
work, but so that we can be challenged to ask and answer these 
questions in our own context. The articles that follow each provide 
focus on one area of the challenge.

Are you ready for the challenge? Are you revival ready? v

Dan is the Managing Editor for Revive magazine and the Director of Life 
Action’s Road Team Division. http://events.LifeAction.org

“What I lacked was a 
practical plan . . . ”
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I WORK FOR CHRISTIAN UNION, A COLLEGIATE MINISTRY THAT FOCUSES 
on AmericA’s ivy LeAgue institutions, where mAny of the worLd’s top business And gov-
ernment infLuencers Are trAined. our stAff consists of godLy men And women, most of 

whom hAve seminAry degrees And hAve previousLy ministered As pAstors And missionAries.

It was quite a shock to our staff when I let them know a few years ago that God had put it on my 
heart for us to pray together two hours a day, up from a mere one hour per week. Ministry leaders are 
busy people, as you know, and I got pushback on such a big request. Many simply didn’t think we  
could afford to take that much time to pray. But we decided to go for it—to make prayer a high priority  
in our daily work.

by Matt Bennett

NEW NORMAL
DISCOVERING  A



We initially set aside 9:00–11:00 every morning to fervently seek the 
Lord. During the first few months, we examined the Scriptures to 

discover what seeking God wholeheartedly actually is, and what “normal” 
Christianity should look like. We listened to and learned from great saints 
around the world (most notably Uganda, Korea, and Fiji) and great saints from 
the past (such as Jonathan Edwards).

We significantly increased our own personal prayer and Bible reading as 
well, and for myself, I started allocating one hour in the morning and another 
in the evening to this purpose. When I noticed the spiritual impact on myself, 
that caused me to examine the Scriptures with fresh eyes. I discovered that, 
as a pattern in both the Old and New Testaments, prayer times scheduled 
multiple times per day were actually quite normal for God’s servants.

We also began fasting, sometimes for a few days and sometimes up 
to forty days and longer. The Lord had mercy on us, and we began to see 
dramatic change on campus within a few months at Princeton.

We started our two-hour daily prayer in March of 2009, and by August, a 
new normal began to come over the ministry. During the worship times, God’s 
Spirit came into the room, and students spontaneously began to confess their 
sins loudly and desperately, while others were unable to stop praising God.

God’s Spirit now regularly falls on student gatherings during retreats 
and during the weekly lecture and worship meetings held on campus. During 
one retreat, a student called her mom at 1:30 a.m. Her mother answered 
the phone in a panic, given the lateness of the hour. The student, who had 
never experienced the presence of God before, exclaimed, “He’s here! The 
Holy Spirit is here!” The vast majority of these students have never seen or 
experienced anything like this before.

The ministry had been steadily growing every year since its inception in 
2002, but everything changed at Princeton starting in the fall of 2009, and 
at Harvard in January of 2011. At Princeton there are now 320 students in 
Christian Union Bible courses, and this is the third year in a row we have had 
to create waiting lists. At Harvard there were 10 students in Bible courses our 
first year of ministry on campus; then that number jumped to 130. Here, too, 
we cannot keep up with the demand.

Our daily prayers have been hard work and have required many sacrifices. 
This commitment has meant saying no to many evening social engagements, 
sometimes praying all night together, missing many meals in fasting, and 
earnestly seeking to obey the Spirit of Christ as Lord in all matters.

But not a one of us would ever go back. The presence of God is awesome 
and wonderful, beckoning us to experience all the more of God. We praise God 
for this, and we desire for every believer to experience the power of a God-
seeking lifestyle.

r e v i v e  9

NEW NORMAL
DISCOVERING  A

GOD’S SPIRIT NOW REGULARLY FALLS ON 
STUDENT GATHERINGS AND WORSHIP 

MEETINGS HELD ON CAMPUS.
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STARTING TO SEEK GOD

It takes consistent, diligent work to seek God wholeheartedly. The prophet 
exhorted King Asa, “Take courage! Do not let your hands be weak, for your work 

shall be rewarded” (2 Chronicles 15:7 esv). For King Asa, working hard to seek 
God meant ridding the land of idols, repairing the altar of the Lord, gathering 
people together to offer sacrifices and seek God with all their hearts, and depos-
ing his mother from the position of queen because of her idolatry. What kind of 
hard work must we do? Here’s what our team has found to be critical:

HUMBLING OURSELVES—confessing our pride and acknowledging 
our dependence on God (Isaiah 57:15; James 4:6). One biblical methodology 
designed to help Christians humble themselves is the practice of fasting (1 Kings 
21:27-29; Ezra 8:21-23; Psalm 35:13). We know from early church documents, 
such as the Didache, that Christians fasted every Wednesday and Friday until 
dinner, which amounted to approximately 18 missed meals per month.1 

DEVOTING LARGE AMOUNTS OF TIME TO PRAYING FERVENTLY. 
In the first century, Christians prayed and engaged the Scriptures two or three 
times daily at set times (usually morning and evening, for a total of one and  
a half to three hours per day).2 This is also the pattern throughout Scripture  
(Nehemiah 1:4-6; Psalm 55:17; Daniel 6:10; Luke 18:1-8; 1 Thessalonians 3:10; 
1 Timothy 5:5; 2 Timothy 1:3).

In his reflections on prayer and revival, J. Edwin Orr states, 
“There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or 
locality that did not begin in united prayer.”3 We seek God whole-
heartedly by praying fervently and frequently. And those of us in 
ministry must seek Him even more in prayer (perhaps imitating 
the apostles’ pattern of set prayer times, plus engaging in seasons 
of other extraordinary measures of prayer).

SPENDING SIGNIFICANT AMOUNTS OF TIME IN 
GOD’S WORD. The importance of a thorough knowledge of 
Scripture cannot be overestimated—it is absolutely essential for 
living a righteous life and attracting God’s presence (Deuteronomy 
17:14-20). God instituted the pattern of taking in the Scriptures 
two or more set times every day (Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 1:8; 
Psalm 1:1-3).

TAKE COURAGE! DO NOT 
LET YOUR HANDS BE 

WEAK, FOR YOUR WORK 
SHALL BE REWARDED. 
(2 CHRONICLES 15:7 esv)



BEING BROKEN OVER OUR SINS, REPENTING, AND SUBMITTING  
TO THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST. Unconfessed sin grieves the Holy Spirit, blocks 
our experience of God’s presence, and brings chastening, whereas repentance brings for-
giveness, blessing, and the presence of God (2 Samuel 21:1-14; Jonah 3:10). Fasting and 
praying are critically important, but they can never be separated from genuine repentance.

OBEYING THE LORD MOMENT BY MOMENT, PRACTICING HOLINESS. 
God gives special attention to those who walk with Him blamelessly over time (Jeremiah 
15:1). On the other hand, God judges and draws back from Christians who do not whole-
heartedly obey Him by following His commandments closely (1 Peter 4:17; 1 Corinthians 
11:29-34). We know that without holiness, no one will see the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:7; 
Hebrews 12:14).

PERSEVERING IN SEEKING AFTER HIM—day after day, year after year. We 
must repeatedly ask, seek, and knock (Luke 11:5-13), persevering daily in prayer (Luke 
18:1-8). We must also persevere in living righteously so that God hears our prayers as He 
did Elijah’s (James 5:16-18). We cannot expect God to draw near if we only draw close to 
Him briefly or sporadically. But if we seek Him continuously, we should expect Him to draw 
near. It would be extraordinary to see what would happen if we committed even a year to 
seeking the Lord in this fashion.

GATHERING WITH OTHERS TO SEEK HIM. Seeking God wholeheartedly  
necessarily involves the practice of energetically calling others to seek the face of God 
(Zechariah 8:20-23). And gathering with other Christians for days of corporate prayer for 
spiritual zeal and power should not be neglected (2 Chronicles 30; Nehemiah 8:13-18).

Christian leaders at every level of the church and society must lead the way. If we as 
leaders don’t return to the Lord with our whole hearts, how will we lead the way to revival? v

1 P. Jounel, “Sunday and the Week,” in A. G. Martimort, ed., The Liturgy and Time, vol. 4, The Church at 
Prayer: An Introduction to the Liturgy (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1983), 26.
 2 Paul F. Bradshaw, Daily Prayer in the Early Church: A Study of the Origin and Early Development of 
the Divine Office (Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock, 1983), 26.
3 J. Edwin Orr, “The Role of Prayer in Spiritual Awakening.” Lecture given at the first National Prayer 
Conference, Dallas, TX, 1976, sponsored by Campus Crusade for Christ. Accessed from www.JEdwinOrr.com.

Matt Bennett is the founder of Christian Union, a ministry dedicated to reaching 
America’s most influential universities. www.ChristianUnion.org

HOW ARE WE SEEKING GOD PERSONALLY?

Matt Bennett’s challenge is that we stop talking about seeking God and actually begin 
to do it—intentionally! In your church culture, is there a way to build in more opportuni-
ties where believers can lean into this pursuit? Along with other influencers in your 
congregation, start thinking creatively about where, when, and how to seek God 
more passionately. 

How will our people be trained and equipped for a personal devotional life? 
How is this demonstrated by our leaders? Is there anything we could do in 
our services, events, plans, or vision casting that would grow our church in 
this area?

r e v i v e  1 1

Question #1



BUSY
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uring my thirty years as a pastor, I tried to address 
my church’s need for revival. I knew my people 
needed to seek God; I knew we needed to grow 
spiritually. But I found it difficult to create the 

sense of urgency and action that I knew was needed to 
get the momentum going. 

Somehow, in the Sunday-to-Sunday, program-to-program 
mentality that was hardwired into our culture, many 
people would come and go from our services and not (to 
my knowledge) experience the presence and power of God.

Break out of busy-busy-busy Christianity

to re-encounter Jesus! 

breaking out of

Christianity by Gregg Simmons
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I always felt like a large percentage of my church 

was missing the heart I knew God wanted us to have. 

I was teaching biblical doctrine and clear life application, and 
the churches I pastored grew in size; but even with this, I always 
felt like a large percentage of my church was missing the heart I 
knew God wanted us to have.

What would push them over the line, to full-on commitment? 
What would shake the lukewarm out of their sleepy state? What 
would encourage our faithful volunteers? What would launch our 
staff’s vision to the next level?

That’s when I decided to make a move that was painfully out 
of step with our fast-paced culture, and a huge departure from 
our normal rhythms as a relatively large congregation. I decided 
to set aside a focused, prolonged block of time for the whole 
church to seek God together.

The tipping point for this decision came through my exposure to 
Life Action Ministries, where our church leaders discovered a miss-
ing biblical ingredient that we had suspected but had not given 
serious place for in the life of our church: God does do special 
work among His people when they break away from their nor-
mal routine and set aside specific seasons to seek Him.

At the outset, the Sabbath was introduced to keep our focus 
on our Creator; but the Word of God takes that principle much 
further. In the Law of Moses, people were instructed to set 
aside all sorts of feasts, remembrance days, celebrations, even 
pilgrimages. These “set-aside, special times” were designed to 
refocus and energize God’s people. (Sadly, biblical history shows 
that they rarely obeyed these decrees, and thus only occasionally 
experienced the promised blessings.)

And then, of course, there were the prophets! When God’s 
people had strayed, when judgment was sweeping the land, 
when transformational repentance was needed, the prophets 
stood boldly to call the people together for a “sacred assembly”—
a special, set-aside time dedicated to the crying need of the 
hour: restoring a right relationship with God. We find a powerful 
example of this pattern in the prophecies of Joel, who, after 
proclaiming the dramatic need for God’s mercy and intervention, 
said this:

Declare a holy fast; call a sacred assembly. Summon 
the elders and all who live in the land . . . and cry out to 
the Lord (Joel 1:14).

For the ultimate example of “setting aside special time to seek 
God,” we can look at the ministry of Jesus. It is obvious that He 
practiced regular retreating with His disciples—taking them to 
isolated places out of the rush of life and ministry—so He could 
pray with and teach them. If He felt they needed it, to reach their 
spiritual potential, how much more do we need it?

This idea of spiritual retreat and renewal seems to be a pattern 
in Scripture. I don’t see a mandate for the frequency of it, but 
I do see a pattern that we should take very seriously. We need 
“spiritual interruptions” so God can have our attention in a fresh 
way, and so we can break out of busy-busy-busy Christianity to 
re-encounter Jesus!

As the wisdom of a concentrated, corporate time to seek God 
became inescapable in our prayers, in our discussions as 
church leadership, and through stories from other churches 

past and present who had pursued God in this way, we ended 
up inviting one of Life Action’s ministry teams to partner with us 
for extended meetings (two weeks of seeking God church-wide, 
across every age group). I was hoping that this summit would 
bring us that longed-for urgency toward living out the truths of 
the gospel. 

The Life Action team didn’t come to my church with a magic 
formula for revival. And they didn’t just preach the gospel for 
the lost. They came with spiritual renewal in mind—the kind that 
restores believers to a first-love relationship with Jesus, and to 
the humility, honesty, obedience, and faith that should define a 
church community. Through nightly teachings, music, and youth 
and children’s programs, the team facilitated for our church a 
unique season of really seeking after God. 

I was just like most pastors (I suspect) who would be hesitant to 
consider pushing pause on their “well-oiled machine” of church 
life. I was worried about the logistics. Would my people really 

What Happened

Break out of busy-busy-busy Christianity

to re-encounter Jesus! 

WOULD HE MEET WITH US

programs and procedures

way?

“pause” on all the regularly
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scheduled
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of our church

in order to 

in an 
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radically 

God,
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Here is my analysis, after fifteen days of seeking

God as a church family, in this special context:

• A significant number of families were impacted—
their spiritual temperature changed!

• The marriage relationships in our church were 
strengthened (some were at the breaking point); the 
teaching sessions for couples during those two weeks 
raised the bar for our families.

• The church overall became much healthier—from the 
standpoint of stability in homes, humility and honesty, 
and obedience to the Word.

• The summit introduced a new vocabulary into 
the mainstream of our church life—words we knew 
before but didn’t appreciate as much as we should 
have: repentance, humility, generosity, holiness. 
The summit helped us flesh out these concepts in 
our individual lives, our households, and even in our 
church-wide interactions. 

• We heard wonderful testimonies from our congre-
gation about specific life-change decisions they were 
making during the summit, and a fresh vision for prayer, 
going deeper into the Bible, and being personally 
responsive to God’s call.

• We saw a fresh surge of generosity, offerings,  
and evangelism. And even though the event itself was 
geared toward Christians, we also saw people turn 
from lives of hidden hypocrisy and become genuine 
Christ-followers!

• A few from among our congregation missed out on 
all of these blessings, because they didn’t take the 
summit seriously or because they didn’t make space in 
their personal lives to join with us nightly. But overall, 
70–80% of our people participated every night.
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come back, for two weeks in a row, almost every night? Would 
this affect offerings? Would my leadership team buy in and really 
participate? What would first-time visitors think? Would the con-
gregation criticize me for something so out-of-the-ordinary? 

In all of this, there was an interesting dynamic created by the 
fact that Life Action, an outside group, was helping us facilitate 
this in-church spiritual renewal. No matter how faithful or diligent 
I had been in preaching God’s Word, He could awaken a new 
sensitivity to the truth among a congregation through a new 
voice. (Remember, this is coming from a guy who served two 
churches for ten years each!)

At first I was a little threatened by this realization, but what 
changed my heart was when church members started excitedly 
approaching me to share the “new principles” they’d been learn-
ing. As they were reporting this to me, I was thinking to myself, 
“I’ve been saying all of this for years! Where have you been?”

And that’s when I remembered the truth of 1 Corinthians 3, that 
some plant the seed, others water it, but God is the one who 
makes things grow. God used Life Action in my church to plant 
and water a lot of seed, and it was exciting to see a great time of 
harvest as well.

I guess I report all this recognizing that any church leader who 
decides it’s time to set aside a concentrated season to seek God 

corporately is taking a certain amount of risk. But in my experi-
ence, whatever fears I had did not materialize. Rather, the results 
exceeded my expectations. That’s why I’d encourage other pastors 
to go ahead and take the plunge.

I believe that your church would benefit immensely 
from a special, set-aside time dedicated to spiritual 
renewal and refreshment. Perhaps it is for one 
week, maybe two. I believe that marriages and 
whole families in your congregation will be strength-
ened. I believe that sin will be dealt with, forgive-

ness will be extended, the level of prayer will be raised, and 
obedience to God’s mission will be heightened.

Perhaps the Lord would have you and your church set aside a 
special time for spiritual renewal. No matter how you go about it—
whether you utilize a Life Action team, script something out on your 
own, or connect with another ministry that shares this vision—my 
challenge is to take seriously the great need for revival: to reset, 
restore, renew, and recharge. It could be that genuine spiritual 
breakthrough is just around the corner for your congregation. v

After serving as a senior pastor for more than thirty 
years, Gregg Simmons and his wife, Patti, joined Life 
Action Ministries in July and now lead one of Life 
Action’s road teams in spreading the revival message 
across North America. www.LifeAction.org

I guess I report all this recognizing that any church leader 
who decides it’s time to set aside a concentrated season to 
seek God corporately is taking a certain amount of risk.

I discovered that having fresh voices speak into the lives of 

my church members was actually a very important element.

Pray for Wisdom

WHEN ARE WE SETTING ASIDE TIME FOR SPIRITUAL RENEWAL?

During the next planning meeting with your leadership team, make an exhaustive list of everything that 
the church asks an average person to be involved in over the course of a year. Then, evaluate all of these 
activities based on how many of them really help people seek God intentionally, and if any constitute 
a real break from routine that could accomplish what Pastor Gregg referred to throughout this 
article. 

If times for spiritual renewal are not already a part of your church life, ask, How could 
we set aside a time like this in the next 12–18 months?

Question #2
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Altars

astor Mark works with a ministry based out of Uganda that 
unites believers for family, church, and marketplace prayer by 

encouraging the building of “prayer altars.” Their work has made 
significant impact in both Uganda and Taiwan.

an interview with Mark Daniels

That Transform
Nations

Q: CAN YOU TELL US THE STORY OF THE UGANDAN CHURCH?

A: THE CHRISTIANS IN UGANDA WERE RAVAGED BY DECADES OF BRUTAL  
dictators and wars, including the reign of terror under Idi Amin and later the 
child-kidnapping, rape, and maiming of warlord Joseph Kony. During those dark 
times, the church learned to pray. Out of desperation, believers would gather 
in the swamps (the only remaining place of refuge available) to cry out to God. 
And deliverance followed.

The story of how God freed Uganda from the scourge of chaos and despair is 
an incredible story in itself. But the spiritual leaders started noticing a pattern 
through all these trials—as soon as an immediate crisis was relieved, they’d 
stop praying!

Then, the most deadly crisis yet erupted, literally threatening the life of the 
nation—AIDS. The epidemic was so severe that the World Health Organization 
visited Uganda and warned that within ten years it could become a failed state, 
because only the very young and the very old would be left. There seemed to 
be no answer!
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So the spiritual leaders of the nation began praying. At first 
they were praying about alleviating the problem at hand, but God 
told them, “Stop praying about your problems, and pray about 
My purposes for the land.”

At that time, a Ugandan pastor started encouraging believers 
to build “prayer altars”—not physical altars, but rather hearts, 
homes, and even workplaces that were dedicated to God. 
Families started changing, reading the Bible together, and wor-
shiping together as households. Husband/wife relationships 
changed, as they started praying for God’s purposes in their 
families. Behavior changed—instead of hurtful words, nega-
tivity, and bitterness, homes were cleansed. Children began 
developing hearts for God.

Churches started seeing massive growth. Believers started 
praying at work and inviting God to come change their busi-
nesses. It affected everything about the way the nation 
operated. Things really moved from darkness to light! They 
started seeing the kingdom of God advance on all levels, 
including in the public sphere.

Today in Uganda, it is common to see businesses with names 
like “My Redeemer Lives Drug Store” and “With God All Things 
Are Possible Laundromat,” or to hear government officials lead 
in heartfelt, intercessory prayer for the nation at gatherings or 
on television. And Uganda is now a model in Africa for dealing 
successfully with the AIDS epidemic.

Q: AND YOU’VE TAKEN THIS PATTERN TO TAIWAN?

A: YES! WE FELT GOD TELLING US, “WHAT I’VE TAUGHT YOU, 
take to other nations.” He led us to Taiwan. At first we saw our 
role as simply to provoke people to seek after God, to hunger for 
Him. We started meeting with a few hundred pastors, sharing 
what had happened in Uganda, and inviting them to start where 
we did: by turning their hearts and homes into prayer altars.

Even though many felt like prayer was really just a difficult 
discipline, they began in faith. They started drawing near and 
going deeper into the Word. Then, some of the churches started 
experiencing revival—people were being captivated by the Lord!

Not long after this, we were sitting in a meeting with about 
a thousand pastors. We asked, “How many of you, after build-
ing prayer altars, are seeing people saved?” Ninety-five percent 

raised their hands! It was dramatic, and reports showed that 
even people who had maintained hard hearts against Christ for 
decades were coming to faith. Believers reported that neigh-
bors were being drawn to their homes, saying that they didn’t 
even know what was drawing them but they just wanted to 
come and talk.

At one of our meetings, 800 professionals showed up—screen-
writers, lawyers, doctors—all talking about building prayer altars 
in their respective businesses. One man who worked in a large 
technology firm saw his family change as a result of their prayer 
altar. So he started to build a prayer altar at work, along with two 
or three other believers in a division of 100 workers.

They started to ask God to impact their work area, but noth-
ing happened. So he began asking, “God, what is hindering You 
here?” God reminded him about unethical practices occurring, 
so they changed course. The prayer group grew from 3 to 16. 
Productivity started to increase. Then God led him to stop asking 
people to stay overtime (a radical plan!) so they could go home 
and build prayer altars with their families.

This went on for about six months, and the higher-ups in the 
company started calling and saying, “What is going on in your 
department? You are outperforming the rest of the divisions!” 
Then they gave this man one hour to present his methods to the 
top executives.

He showed them that wisdom comes from God, and that 
Jesus Christ is the answer for life. He showed them how this  
had impacted their business practices. They then sent this 
man out to train other department leaders on how to do this in  
their areas!

Church leaders in Korea, Malaysia, and elsewhere have been 
calling to meet and learn more about the prayer altars in Taiwan. 
This year, there are 4,000 Taiwanese churches being called to 
work together on evangelism. Leaders have reported that their 
churches are now healthy enough and strong enough to really 
impact the island for Jesus Christ.

Q: HOW DO YOU BEGIN BUILDING PRAYER ALTARS?

A: WELL, WE FOCUS ON AWAKENING FIRST. MOST PEOPLE 
don’t have the faith or desire to do something like this, so a hun-
ger for God must be awakened. Taiwan was like that. We are now 
working through this process in Florida, seeing how this same 
strategy might work in Western culture. Can we get a few who will 
lead the way . . . a few churches through which a breakthrough 
can occur? Can we have Ugandans or Taiwanese come in to 
share their stories?

In Taiwan, it was the growing body of testimonies that caused 
the churches to rise up and embrace this. The difference 

Churches started seeing massive 
growth. Believers started praying 
at work and inviting God to come 
change their businesses.



made in families and in businesses was very compelling. 
We actually have a book coming out this year that goes into 
much greater detail about all of this, entitled Prayer Altars:  
A Strategy That Is Changing Nations.

Q: WOULD YOU GIVE US A SUMMARY OF WHAT A 
PRAYER ALTAR LOOKS LIKE?

A: THINK OF IT THIS WAY: THERE IS A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 
what we call a “prayer altar” and what many call their “quiet time.” 
A quiet time is really about spending time in the discipline of 
prayer—the objective itself is to spend time, whether or not we feel 
God’s presence or meet Him afresh or gain new insight.

In contrast, the goal at the prayer altar is not just spending 
time there—it is about really drawing near to God.

I remember a story that a pastor shared that startled me. 
He said, “I went to pray, but I failed.” I wondered, “What do you 
mean, did you fall asleep?” Then he said it again, “I went back to 
prayer, but I failed again!”

That’s when I realized that he was seeking to really connect 
with God, and a failure to do so was not acceptable for him. For 
me, “failure to connect with God” had been totally acceptable, 
because I could still say I’d “spent time” in prayer. So the critical 
thing is not just to pray more. (After all, if people have never con-
nected with God, they probably think prayer is boring!)

When I started my own prayer altar in my home, we asked 
questions about our family mission and about what might be hin-
dering us. My children came to me at one point and said, “Dad, 
to seek God this way, we need to do this more often, more than a 
few times a week!” The Word and prayer became so important to 
us. We wanted our hearts to catch on fire for Jesus.

Q: HOW DOES PRAYING WITH OTHERS MAKE A DIF-
FERENCE AS COMPARED TO PRAYING BY YOURSELF?

A: IF YOU PRAY AS A FAMILY, THERE ARE MULTIPLE POSITIVE 
effects, and you start to see what God wants to do through your 
home. When you pray as a church, you start praying about big-
ger issues, and considering how to impact the whole community. 
Then, when you pray in the marketplace, you start seeing a vision 
for how God can move in the public sphere. I’ve seen business 
people in Taiwan more excited about this than anything else, 
because they see what God could do through their work.

Q: WHAT’S NEXT?

A: FOR TAIWAN, IT IS TO PRAY FOR THE HARVEST, AND THEN TO 
take what God has been doing beyond their borders. In Uganda, 
it is continuing to do what they are doing, and sharing their sto-
ries with the world. Here in the United States, it’s a matter of 
introducing believers to a whole new way of thinking about how 
change happens through learning to connect with God in prayer 
in every aspect of life.

An important principle throughout Scripture is that whenever 
the “altar of the Lord” was strong and established in the land, 
that’s when they saw the kingdom of God advancing and thriv-
ing. But whenever the altar of the Lord was weak, that’s when 
darkness increased. There are many examples of this through-
out the Bible. When we rebuild the “altar of the Lord” in homes, 
churches, businesses, and society, transforming revival power 
will follow. v

Mark Daniel travels to many nations, sharing the call to 
a life lived solely for the purposes of God. He helps lead 
the efforts of World Trumpet Mission, also serving as a 
pastor in Florida. www.WorldTrumpet.com

HOW ARE WE UNITING IN PRAYER FOR REVIVAL AND REDEMPTION?

Pastor Mark offers examples from both Africa and East Asia on how prayer is being encouraged among believers, 
and what a dramatic difference this is making. What will the story be from your part of the world? . . . from 
your work address? . . . from your church address? . . . and most importantly, from your home address?

Prayers for revival call us to consider our need to draw near to the Lord, our need to seek His 
righteousness and truth. Prayers for redemption call us to intercede for the needs of our broken 
and lost world, from global, spiritual needs down to individual souls that need Jesus.

Question #3
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the

Unreached

I was standing in front of a tiny village congregation on the 
side of a dusty mountain in central India—two hours 
from the nearest city and about a two-kilometer hike 
from the nearest gravel road. Here, on the “front 

lines” of reaching the unreached, I was bringing encour-
agement to new believers seated on colorful mats on a 
roughly paved stone floor. These men and women are 
being called to lead their church forward. 

Here, just past where the road ends, I see an amazing 
picture of what God is doing in hearts and lives. I look 
into the eyes of men, women, teenagers, and children 
who are living in significant poverty, yet making dramatic 
personal sacrifices for the cause of the gospel. The 
pastor of this village came as a church planter just a 
few years ago. Since then, not only has a church been 
established, but more than twenty percent of the villag-
ers have accepted Jesus Christ!

by Samuel Stephens



In our network (India Gospel League) we have nearly 70,000 
stories like this one—churches planted based on the faith and 
obedience of God’s people. Sometimes the Holy Spirit descends 
mightily in these fields, and great crowds are brought to faith. At 
other times the soil is hard, the bondage to idolatry in a given 
area is strong, and it takes many years to see a harvest.

I believe that every church—even this one that meets in that 
stone building (not larger than a one-car garage)—should be 
engaged in the spiritual harvest. The Great Commission is the 
same for the farmer attending church on an arid mountainside 
as it is for anyone else. The Holy Spirit’s power in his life should 
compel him to share the gospel far and wide. And you know 
what? The Spirit is doing it! 

Planning to Reach Out
This should be obvious: A Great Commission Action Plan has to 
start with the Great Commission itself—making disciples of all the 
nations. This isn’t just a suggestion for the body of Christ to con-
sider; it is something we are commanded to do. It is our priority!

This village church in central India could concern itself with 
many other things—alleviating the crushing burdens of poverty, 
caring for the sick and orphaned, and much more. And believe 
me, they are doing all of that. But at its core, the church DNA, 
so to speak, is the gospel message itself. The gospel is what 
the people need first and foremost, from a slum to a hut to a 
big-city apartment.

So once a pastor establishes the clarity of the Great 
Commission, both in his mind and in the minds of his church 
members, the work can begin. In our ministry we serve thou-
sands of needy children, operate a hospital that extends care 
out to rural areas, sponsor economic development and clean 
water initiatives, and perform a whole host of other services 
for those in need. But through all of this, we lead with the gos-
pel. We believe that every one of our churches, no matter what 
other needs may surround their community, needs to have a 
vision and a plan toward completing the Great Commission.

But here’s what I’ve noticed. It is very easy to say that everyone 
needs to be involved in evangelism, personal witnessing, and 
global mission efforts. We can preach, write, and motivate on 
this theme, but then leave people without practical, hands-on 
ways to accomplish what we are suggesting. In our experience 
(leading church-planting efforts in India and Sri Lanka), we’ve 
seen that specific training—how to share one’s testimony with 
others in two minutes, how to biblically share the gospel—has 
made a dramatic difference.

If you think about it, this makes a lot of sense. That’s what 
the disciples did after being commissioned by Jesus. That’s 
what has grown the church over the centuries. In one form or 
another, that’s probably how you heard about Jesus yourself.

So what we do in India is help our people set a goal to share 
the message of Jesus and their testimony of life-change at 
least two times each month. That means that there, in that 
mountainside village, the new believers are actively looking 
for people to share the gospel with. It’s not complicated, and 
it isn’t any sort of fancy, impressive method. But, in short, it is 
working for us. Many are coming to Christ in South Asia today. 
God is moving, and in partnership with Him, the churches are 
really equipping and motivating their people to do exactly what 
Jesus said—go and make disciples!

Of course, there are plenty of creative ways to express this 
kind of plan. Each context and culture is different, requiring 
God’s unique leading and vision from Scripture. But what 
we’ve found is that the world is not being reached in the 
realm of theory; it is being reached by people who will take 
the practical steps necessary. And that means doing exactly 
what Jesus commanded: “Go!” 

It’s Not That Complicated
Here is something vital to understand: The churches of India 
are not growing just because of leadership. It is not because 
we have great sermons or great entertainment or attractive 
programs. Yet there is fantastic church growth. In our network, 
we’ve seen more than 70,000 churches planted in the past 
25 years, many of these in previously unreached areas! Other 
networks also report amazing statistics that demonstrate how 
much God is working here. So what is driving it all?

Simply this: the witness of new believers. Every new Christ-
follower is immediately encouraged to share what God has 
done in his or her life, to personally witness to neighbors and 
family. Our pastors are training them on how to do that. Then, of 
course, the new believers are being shepherded and discipled; 
many other steps follow to keep the believers rooted in God’s 
Word. But recognize this: The on-the-ground gospel expansion in 
Asia today is a result of person-to-person evangelism.

There is one other part to all of this I’d like to mention, and 
that is the mentality of the pastors, especially those going to 
unreached village areas. In our network, every church planter 
makes a commitment to plant another church every year—and 
this is done with help from the new believers in his infant 
congregation. So, even as the church is being planted, the 
pastor knows that next year he is going to plant another one in 
a nearby community.

This mission emphasis is transferred into the first believers as 
they form their church; they know that their responsibility is to 
pass the gospel forward. The relationships the new believers 
have in surrounding communities often serve as a bridge to 
the next church plant.

During my visit to this particular village in central India (and after 
being treated to a plate of spicy rice made by the pastor’s wife), 
I gave a greeting to the group and asked if anyone would like to 
share what God was doing in their hearts. One man raised his 

we’ve seen more than 70,000 churches planted in the past 25 years,

we’ve seen that specific training—how to share one’s testimony with 
others in two minutes, how to biblically share the gospel—has made 
a dramatic difference.
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hand excitedly and shared how he had a vision to go across the 
mountain to another area, where there is a church-less village. 
He shared his dream to go there and take Christ with him!
Now, I know the questions many of us would have. How will he 
eat? Where will he sleep? Will he be opposed or persecuted by 
the villagers? Does he know how it will work out? What’s his 
retirement/health plan? Does he have all the training necessary?

Obviously it takes faith in Jesus’ promises (Matthew 28:20; Acts 
1:8) to go forth boldly like this man is doing. But isn’t that how the 
gospel spreads? Person to person, village to village? Sometimes I 
fear we’ve made the Great Commission too complicated.

I report all this to illustrate that a “commitment to missions” can 
start on Day One for every new believer. We recognize that the 
first six months of a new believer’s Christian life is very impor-
tant—that’s when they are full of zeal and fresh fire for the Lord. 

Our churches strive to immediately provide them with practical 
tools to use that fire to build the kingdom. We also expose 
them to prayer needs from around the world, so they can see 
the bigger picture of what God is doing and even contribute 
financially to help others when possible.

The Holy Spirit is empowering people to do His work across the 
world. This has been the case ever since Acts 1:8, when Jesus 
promised the disciples that the power of the Holy Spirit would 
turn them into witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 
then the ends of the earth. For you, perhaps the village I’m 
describing feels like the “ends of the earth.” For those believ-
ers, perhaps a place like the United States seems as far away 
as they can imagine.

But wherever we’re planted—wherever God has us and our 
church family—He has the same vision in mind. He has the 
power to help us become mission minded, and to bring convic-
tion on those with misplaced priorities. Does your church have 
an action plan to complete the Great Commission? It can begin 
with you. v

Sam Stephens is an Indian citizen whose family 
has led the India Gospel League for generations. 
Their mission is based in Salem, Tamil Nadu, and is 
focused on church planting, followed by rural devel-
opment and sustainable aid programs that flow out 
to the needy through those local churches.  
www.IGLWorld.org

Question #2WHAT IS OUR ACTION PLAN TO COMPLETE THE GREAT COMMISSION?

There are plenty of ways to reach out with the gospel. Many publishers and denominations offer evangelistic training and 
methodology. As much as we encourage all of this, we believe the first step is the definition of clear priorities. Once a church 
begins seeking God by putting His kingdom and His righteousness first, the rest will follow. Here are a few ideas:

 •  Call together a group from among your church whom you believe are already excited about the Great Com-
mission. Begin meeting and praying with them about how to best reach your city, equip your church for 
witnessing, serve in Jesus’ name, etc.

 •  Review your discipleship plans as a congregation, particularly as they relate to new believers and 
new attendees. How are these individuals being personally equipped and encouraged to share 
their newfound faith? What tools are available to them?

 •   Pray with your leadership team about the church’s corporate commitment to the Great 
Commission. Are all the priorities in order? Are the people of the church catching a vision for 
kingdom expansion? Is this kingdom-first mentality being modeled by the leaders? Are your 
near-term and long-term visions for evangelism bold enough?

r e v i v e  2 3

Question #4



Received this photo from #Africa. Thanks for helping us 
impact lives world-wide through Revive magazine!

Y’all came to my church in 1997 (I was 12) and the Holy 
Spirit used this ministry to bring me to Him. I became a fol-
lower of Jesus Christ in May 1997! – Mallory

Is your city praying for revival? We know leaders in Reno, 
Detroit, Syracuse, and Austin are. How about your area? Let 
us know so we can be praying for each other.  – OneCry

@MarinaNellie: @LifeActionCamp So awesome seeing so many people get 
baptized after service today! #revivaL

@TheDarebear13: God is sovereign and keeps loving even the most 
messed up people like me.  

@zacthenelson:  Physical exhaustion and spiritual renewal always seem 
to go hand-in-hand. 

@WMatthewDavis: Revival tarries because of a lack of brokenness among 
believers over the spiritual state of the church. #onecry 

@DanSinquefield: I am praying for an outbreak of old-fashioned obedience 
among God’s people; Lord, start right here with me. #Onecry

@HunterFreeland1:  God is changing my life in the area of pride, selfish-
ness, and me claiming “my rights.” #Onecry

Connecting
through social media

Would you like to join thousands who tweet and post about God’s 
reviving presence and power?  Share what He’s done in your life, 
and hashtag #lifeaction to let the rest of us know!#LifeAction

Twitter

Facebook
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 I’ve often pondered that verse in the opening 
paragraph of the Song of Songs* where the bride says, 
“They made me the keeper of the vineyards, but my own 

vineyard I have not kept” (1:6).
Does your heart resonate with that lament? I think it’s 

a picture of what it’s often like for those active in ministry. 
We’re constantly tending the vineyards of others—counsel-
ing, teaching, encouraging, exhorting, serving, giving, praying 
for others—while neglecting our own spiritual wellbeing.

I’m talking about the failure to cultivate and prioritize 
our own walk with the Lord . . . taking shortcuts spiritually. 
I’ve been there so many times.

In my busyness in ministry, I sometimes realize a 
whole day has gone by, and I haven’t spent any quality time 
with the Lord I’m trying to serve. The people we’re minister-
ing to may not detect any noticeable difference initially. 
But I’m convinced we cannot stay faithful and fruitful in 
ministry over the long haul if we’re trying to live on past 
experiences with God.

I’m talking about the danger of service without devotion. 
We all know and have probably taught that classic passage 
in Luke 10. Two sisters—one of them is sitting at the feet 
of Jesus; the other, Martha, is serving the Master, while 
neglecting the all-important matter of devotion to the Master.

What happens? Martha ends up critical, impatient, 
exhausted, frazzled, and frenzied. In other words, the way 
some of us find ourselves when we look in the mirror!

Robert Murray M’Cheyne said it this way: “No amount 
of activity in the King’s service will make up for neglect of 
the King Himself.” One of the greatest dangers we face 
each day is neglecting to cultivate intimacy with Christ.

The language used by the bride in the Song of 
Songs to describe her relationship with her beloved is 
the language of intimacy:

The king has brought me into his chambers. . . .
I sat down in his shade with great delight,
And his fruit was sweet to my taste.
He brought me to the banqueting house,
And his banner over me was love. . . .
His left hand is under my head,
And his right hand embraces me. . . .
My beloved is mine, and I am his (2:3-6, 16).

I understand that this is a picture of intimacy in 
human marriage; but human marriage is intended to be 
a picture of that eternal relationship we have with our 
heavenly Bridegroom. I see here a description of the kind 
of intimacy we’re intended to enjoy with the Lord Jesus.

But intimacy with Jesus doesn’t just happen. It has 
to be intentionally cultivated and consistently, proactively 
pursued. We don’t drift into intimacy; if anything, we’re 
prone to drift away from each other.

I confess that I often struggle to get a quiet place 
and a quiet heart to draw near to the Lord. For me, the 
biggest intruders have 
to do with technology. 
It’s not that technology 
itself is evil. It’s a tool. 
But I find that the more 
tools I have that plug in 
to charge, the more dif-
ficult it is for me to have 
undistracted time with 
the Lord!

There are days when 
I think, “Maybe I just need 
to get rid of it all—email, 
Twitter, Facebook, my 
smartphone . . .” I’m not 
saying God is asking that 
of you, but if that’s what 
it would take for you to be 
where you need to be in 
your relationship with Him, 
would you be willing to unplug? No price is too great to really 
know Jesus and walk with Him.

Wouldn’t Satan love to keep us busy doing ministry 
but not maintaining a close relationship with Jesus? That’s 
why we have to ruthlessly eliminate the unnecessary clut-
ter that distracts us from devotion to Christ. And we need 
to invite people to challenge us to deal with anything that 
could be encroaching on our relationship with the Lord, 
because we tend to lose objectivity.

What about you? Do you have a vital, growing 
relationship with the Lord Jesus? Are you nurturing your 
vineyard through daily time in His presence, in the Word 
and in prayer? v

             Nancy Leigh DeMoss
     Revive Our Hearts Radio Host

No amount of  

activity in the King’s 

service will make  

up for neglect of  

the King Himself.

Don’t Lose 
the Intimacy

* All Scripture quotations in this column are taken from the New King James Version of the Bible.
Adapted from the “Potential Pitfalls of Ministry” message. To find this and other resources by Nancy Leigh DeMoss,  
visit www.ReviveOurHearts.com.



How Is God Working?
Encouragement for weary church leaders—

God is still at work, in churches just like yours.

Real World

The Scenario
I’m the pastor of, well, I’ll admit it, a church that is stuck. 
I don’t think my people are in rebellion or intentionally 
holding back God’s work, but I just don’t see anything 
supernatural here.

The leaders in my church aren’t really on board with 
needed changes, and there is a vocal minority in the con-
gregation that seems to oppose anything I do. Sometimes 
I see new families walking in the door, and although I 
greet them warmly, I think to myself, “They probably  
won’t come back.”

I didn’t get to this place overnight; I used to have a lot 
more vision and excitement about things. I know aca-
demically that God is still working, but personally I’m just 
not seeing much. I’d love to have an “Ephesians 3:20” 
moment in our church, but I don’t know how to get  
there from here.

From	the	editors:	If	you	feel	like	this	about	your	church,	
take	heart!	God	is	working	today,	in	unexpected	and	
amazing	ways.	Here	are	some	recent	testimonies	from	
Life	Action	events	across	North	America.

Stories of God at Work

• The Lord has blown my mind in one of the most 
transforming times of my life. I had carried a secret sin of 
addiction to pornography for over 30 years. God broke me 
early in the summit and called me to confess to my pastor, my 
wife, and my church. In a matter of a few days, the Lord did 
miraculous things. He lifted a thirty-year burden and cleansed 
me. He brought forgiveness, did an amazing work in my life, my 
marriage, my family, and my church. I can think clearly for the 
first time in my life, and God is still causing a ripple effect in 
the lives of many others. I look forward to healing, restoration, 
and whatever God has in store. God is good!
  
   —Tennessee

• I have an extra bounce to my step, and for the first 
time in a long time, I got up in the morning and had a moment 
of sincere prayer. I will never forget these four days. 

    —Michigan

• In these days, God reminded me of what He has 
called me to do: teach orphans overseas. I have not been obedi-
ent to this call, and I have made excuses. I have been constantly 
running through life, keeping myself busy with other ministry, 
running away from what God called me to do. I’ve asked the Lord 
to forgive my disobedience, and I made a decision to start obey-
ing. Thus, as a step of faith, I made a commitment to support an 
orphan in Africa. It is the first step in my obedience to God’s call.  

   —Nevada
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• God has worked to restore my relationship with 
my step-dad, by giving me the conviction and encouragement to 
call him and ask for forgiveness for the great number of wrongs 
I had done against him. He forgave me, and God gave healing to 
both of us. God also helped me to understand my need to forgive 
my birth father for the abuse I suffered at his hand for many 
years. I haven’t talked to him for over twenty years. I’ve now 
forgiven him and am seeking to contact him and tell him I forgive 
him. Praise God for this time of renewal!
  
   —Texas

• God has shown me the importance of putting Him in the  
center of everything! I will try with His help to get rid of every- 
thing that does not glorify Him. Also, I have realized the impor-
tance of tithing ten percent, and not just what I “want” to give. 
He has shown me to trust and be submissive in everything, 
which glorifies Him. 

    —North Carolina

• I have been in the ministry for thirty years, so I’ve 
been in many conferences and revival settings with great worship 
and teaching. However, this summit was unique in its intensity, its 
length, and that I got to experience it along with the whole church 
body. I am stunned by the cumulative effect of the whole body 
being together daily and seeking God together for ten days. I find 
that I am shaken in a good way. I don’t know what all this will 
mean for us in the months and years ahead, but I am certain that 
we’ve been forever altered for the good as a church.  

   —Virginia

• Last week, God found me in a place of complacency, 
apathy, anger with my family, and a desire to control my house-
hold. God took hold of me and showed me my sin, and He gave 
me His strength to repent and clear my conscience. God has 
given me my family back; He has restored my relationship with 
my husband and children. He has also given me peace about my 
salvation, and that was a glorious feeling! Thank You, Jesus!  
 
   —Mississippi

• I expected you to bring just another “prosperity/
liberation” message of cross-less discipleship. I was wrong. You 
brought the gospel of Jesus Christ in a new, fresh way that we 
needed. My pride was broken at the foot of the cross!  
 
   —Louisiana

• I confess that I am a judgmental person . . . a 
grumbling and murmuring complainer. I also confess that 
before your Life Action team arrived at our church, I had already 
decided I wouldn’t like you! I am so thankful that I was wrong! 
Your willingness to be transparent and vulnerable with us has 
given me huge inspiration—to be real, open, and honest, and to 
love those around me who also struggle and are not perfect. God 
has shown me this week how my cynical and judgmental nature 
toward others has affected and hurt my relationship with Him. 

   —Ontario

• Being in full-time ministry can take so much effort, 
and I’ve been wearing a mask and relying on my experiences 
and self-sufficiency. God prompted my selfish heart regarding 
the sin and bad habits I’ve been accommodating in my life. This 
week, I was inspired to reevaluate my personal relationship with 
the Lord. I’ve been encouraged to grow deeper in my relationship 
with Jesus and not be so intensely focused on my ministries. My 
ministries were becoming a substitute for my personal relation-
ship with my Father.  

   —California
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         Lane and Sherri had their marriage 

renewed and transformed by the life-changing 

truth of the Bible, as shared in a revival summit. 

See their story at www.LifeAction.org/Restored. 

See Their Story
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Making It

YOUR Four-Question Challenge
Before we ask our church or denominational group to take the challenge, it is important that we begin by saying,  
“Lord, what would You have me do, in preparation for revival?”

1. How am I seeking God personally?
“Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always” (Psalm 105:4).

From 1–6, rank what you spend the most time on daily:

____ Seeking God in personal prayer
____ Reading the Scriptures to learn from God
____ Watching television or movies

____ Social media and web surfing
____ Eating and socializing
____ Thinking about money and possessions

In the Bible there are specific ways we are told to seek after God: seek His face, seek His kingdom, seek His righteousness  
(2 Chronicles 7:14; Matthew 6:33).

How am I seeking God’s face?
     
     
     

How am I seeking first God’s kingdom?
     
     
     

How am I seeking God’s righteousness?
     
     
     

What would I like to learn about God in the next year? How will I discover that or grow in my understanding?
     
     

What disciplines related to seeking God do I currently practice regularly?
o Bible intake
o Personal prayer
o Group prayer

o Fasting
o Silence
o Solitude

o Worship services
o Music
o Time outdoors

o Deep study
o Other 
_____________________
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2. When am I setting aside time for spiritual renewal?
“Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed” (Luke 5:16). In the pursuit of God’s presence and power, I have:

____ Set aside one day in seven for rest and worship
____ Set aside _____ minutes per day to pray and seek God
____ Gone on a spiritually focused retreat with friends or family
____ Participated in spiritually focused family time (prayer, reading, discussion, etc.)
____ Attended special meetings dedicated to revival and renewal at my church
____ Used vacation time to go on a mission trip
____ Attended a conference
____ Participated in a Christian camp environment for spiritual refreshment

One practical way I could set aside a concentrated period of time to seek the Lord in the next three months:
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

One leader I believe would have wisdom to help me seek God for spiritual renewal: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
(Set up a meeting with this person to ask them questions and gather insights.)

3. How am I uniting in prayer with others for revival and redemption?
“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on  
praying for all the Lord’s people” (Ephesians 6:18).

Jesus intended for us to grow in our faith alongside one another. Check any that apply:

____ I have avoided united prayer because I don’t have time. (Confess: wrong priorities)
____ I don’t pray with others because I’m shy and don’t like praying out loud. (Confess: pride)
____ I don’t pray much personally, so I feel hypocritical praying with others. (Confess: hypocrisy)
____ I haven’t prayed much with others because I have so many of my own needs. (Confess: lack of love)
____ I suppose I could pray with others, but I just haven’t made the choice. (Confess: disobedience)
____ I do pray with others, but only in formal, socially required situations. (Confess: ritualistic religion)

I need to pray with others about revival in our church (and in our personal lives), because ____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

I need to pray with others for the redemption of souls in our community, because ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Look up the following examples from early church life, and write down what you learn about corporate prayer in each:
Acts 2:42-47 ___________________________________________________________________________________
Acts 4:24-31 ___________________________________________________________________________________
Acts 12:5-18 ___________________________________________________________________________________
 
To unite in prayer with others this month, I will _________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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4. What is my action plan to complete the Great Commission?
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us” (2 Corinthians 5:20).

My vision for revival must not stop at the doors of my church; God intends for His light to shine brightly across the world. 
Here are the primary ways I have been involved (up until now) in the work of the Great Commission, which Jesus commanded 
in Matthew 28:19-20 and Acts 1:8: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

Check any that apply:
____ My church encourages me to share the faith boldly and reach out creatively.
____ I contribute toward and pray for the global expansion of the gospel.
____ I sense God’s call on my life to share His Word with others.
____ I have sought out training and opportunities to share Jesus’ message.
____ I pray for people I meet and look for ways to introduce them to Jesus.
____ My friends and family all know that I am a Christian.
____ I use my creative/practical skills to advance the gospel and show the love of Jesus.
____ I am always encouraging my church leaders to push forward for growth and outreach.

A personal action plan toward the completion of the Great Commission can be based on Acts 1:8, where Jesus commissioned 
us as witnesses by the power of His Holy Spirit. We can pray with this in mind, then plan to reach the following three areas:

• Our Jerusalem—our close network of friends, neighborhood, and work associates
• Our Judea and Samaria—the regions directly surrounding us; areas where we may not feel completely comfortable,  
 but where we know the gospel needs to spread
• The ends of the earth—the global needs of the entire church; sharing the gospel with unreached people groups; 
 advancing the love and joy of Christ’s kingdom across the world

Pray about these three areas, and write down some initial answers. (Then continue to pray!)

• Ways I can reach my close circles: ___________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

• Ways I can reach my surrounding areas: ____________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

• Ways I can reach out to the ends of the earth: _______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

PASTORS AND CHURCH LEADERS

After praying through this evaluation regarding your own life and ministry, consider discussing these themes in a leadership 
meeting or sharing the Four-Question Challenge with your congregation. Feel free to reproduce this Making It Personal resource 
(or any other article in this magazine) to help cast the vision for revival in your sphere of influence.

Also, note that we have a huge resource library of past Revive materials related to leadership, prayer, the Great Commission, 
revival, purity, relationships, and more, all available freely online at www.LifeAction.org/revive.
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 “In the matter of New Testament, Spirit-inspired, 
hell-shaking, world-breaking prayer, never has so much 
been left by so many to so few. For this kind of prayer 

there is no substitute. We do it—or die!”
For a man born in 1907, who preached revival meet-

ings across England during World War II and then brought 
his message to the United States in the 1950s, Leonard 
Ravenhill’s words still ring true. His biography reads like a 
Who’s Who of those who didn’t mince words: He was dis-
cipled by Samuel Chadwick, good friends with A. W. Tozer, 
and a mentor of Keith Green. He was known for his fiery 
rhetoric against sin and his vision for a renewed life:

 
“My main ambition in life is to be on the devil’s 
most wanted list.”
 
“If weak in prayer, we are weak everywhere.” 

“If Jesus preached the same message that 
ministers preach today, He would never have 
been crucified.” 

“How can you pull down the strongholds of Satan if 
you don’t even have the strength to turn off your TV?” 

“The world has lost the power to blush over its vice; 
the Church has lost her power to weep over it.” 

“If your church is on fire, you will not have to 
advertise it.” 

“The only reason we don’t have revival is because 
we are willing to live without it.” 

As I read statements like these, I wonder whether I’m 
willing to go as far as Ravenhill did. Do I really believe this 
stuff? Am I willing to set aside all the niceties of “com-
fortable church” to really call for the kind of repentance 
Ravenhill believed in? . . . or to get on my knees in “hell-
shaking” prayer? When I look at my own answers to the 
Four-Question Challenge, am I willing to say these are “do 
or die” conversations?

Maybe it’s okay to hold off on really seeking God’s 
face until the future, when I’ll have more time. Maybe it’s 
okay to pass on spiritual renewal, since it doesn’t fit into 

the rhythm of other things I’m doing. Maybe it’s perfectly 
fine to avoid praying with others, and to keep my faith to 
myself. Maybe I don’t need to take the Great Commission 
personally, as long as a few innovative churches and evan-
gelistically gifted people are working on it. Maybe all of this 
is overblown and overstated.

Or, maybe Jesus spoke this way as well, and I should 
pay closer attention.

 
“Unless you repent, you too will all perish” (Luke 13:5).

 
“Salt is good, but if it loses its saltiness, how can it 
be made salty again? It is fit neither for the soil nor 
for the manure pile; it is thrown out” (Luke 14:34).

 
“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do 
what I say?” (Luke 6:46).

 
“If you love me, keep my commands” (John 14:15).

 
“Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do 
the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will 
come to you and remove your lampstand from its 
place” (Revelation 2:5).

 
“Be earnest and repent. Here I am! I stand at the 
door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and 
opens the door, I will come in and eat with that 
person, and they with me” (Revelation 3:19-20).
 

 Where I must begin is in the posture of humility, bow-
ing before the Lord, asking for His grace. These statements 
aren’t just for “the church” or for “them”—they are for me. 
And if revival is to begin in my church—the kind of spiritual 
fire and life that will change my city or nation—it will begin 
when I get honest before God. When I repent. When I take 
the first step. When I say YES.

YES, I will seek God personally.
YES, I will set aside time for spiritual renewal.
YES,  I will unite in prayer with others for revival  

and redemption.
YES,  I will take action toward the completion of the 

Great Commission.
Ravenhill put it this way: “Could a mariner sit idle if he 

heard the drowning cry? Could a doctor sit in comfort and 
just let his patients die? Could a fireman sit idle, let men 
burn and give no hand? Can you sit at ease in Zion with the 
world around you damned?” v

     Daniel W. Jarvis  
     Managing Editor

 
Do or Die
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